
long lane as one approached the porch at the entrance which had huge fluted pillars 
supporting the second story balcony. The front door had narrow windows either side 
with a fan light overhead. The reproduction pictured in the Atlas of 1877 does not 
do this stately old home justice. The front door opened on a wide hall with one of 
the lovely old stairways, and a door at the back led to another porch. To the 
right was a parlour and bedroom, to the left a large sitting room with another beq
room to the front of the house. A dining room was to the rear with kitchen pantry 
and washroom. Upstairs there were four more bedrooms and in the rear was the usual 
shed-like building of those times. 

Bow that some lovely memories have been recorded, it may be noted that 
heating the larg e, high ceilinged rooms was a task, we of today would fear to face. 
The installation of modern facilities was beginning to be a problem a long time ago. 

Aunt Amy, whom I do not remember, was the mother of twelve children. Like 
her mother, Rebecca Jane Mills, she was eaid to be a beautiful woman. The picture 
at the beginning of this record shows a woman's face that has born children and 
lived and faced conditions more primitive than we know. · 

Jennie R. Smith and Fred Su.ith Ernest and Ar t hur Smith 

ANNA !SO BEL SMITH and BLANCHE SMITH LEWIS 

daughters of Amy and Wesley Smith 
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Early in the twentieth century Anna and her father moved to the north part 
of their farm where there was a comfortable ho me, barn and sugar bush on the concess
ion bordering their land. Ernest was planning to "go west" to Alberta, perhaps to 
remain, Arthur had married Minn ie Moore and woul d stay in the old home. 

Apparently well established, le sley informed his daughter of his plan to 
marry again- Mrs. Bella Rohb, a widow from Iona and her sister Mrs. Betsey Apel, 
would be coming to live with him. 



Anna decided that s he would apply for training in the Amasa Wood Hospital 
in St.Thomas. In spite of being ineligible as to age and education, she was 
accepted. Her aunt, Mrs. Dougald J. Lumley and family lived across the corner from 
the hospital, providing companionship for both and encouragement for Anna who 
graduated at the end of her training highly commended by the hospital staff. 

Anna's sister Blanche was already a Registered Nurse, had married and was 
the mother of six children. Her husband was the brother of h:a ·y Lewis ( Mrs. Oliver 
Silcox , her moth er's half brot h er}, and their home was in· Albert a. When a seventh 
child was born, the mother contracted septicemia and she and her child died. Her 
husban d also became infected and died, leaving six or phaned children. 

Arthur and his wife ha~ 
them when a mutual att a chment had 
a second sister to co me to them. 
York, gave up her work and ma~e a 

persuaded their sister to leave one child with 
developed during a visit, and t hey gladly invited 
Mr. Lewis• sister, also a nurse, employed in New 
home for the other four children in Belleville. 

The two adopted children ~rought much happiness to their foster parents. 
Alberta, t he elder, married Sh erman Ma~son, who was in training in the R.C . A.F. at 
t h e Station in Fingal. She returned to Calgary with him after his discharge. 
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Dorothy married Donald Hamilton, who lived nearby. They made their home in s arnia. 
After the death of Mrs. Smit h , Arthur was well cared for by these two young women. 
Each were desirous of having him share their home and were overjoyed when he returned 
from a stay with the other. It was at the ho me of the Matson•s that he died and 
was buried in Calgary . 

In t h e meanti me, Anna had 
Dr. Smith of Fingal. On a vi sit to 
hand which a f fected the Whole arm. 
recover e d to Join her cousin Jennie 
Massachusetts General Hospital with 

beco me a very popular nurse i n association wit h 
her sister, she suffered an infection in her 
Through me dical care and g reat suffering s, she 
M. Smith, who had nurse's training also - in the 
Mary, Anna•s sister. 

Circumstances seemed promising for a fine f~ture when disaster struck 
again. She developed encephalitis with its accompanying high temperature to damage 
the brain. She became a helples s invalid and was brought back to st.Thomas to the 
ho me of her widowed sister Elizabeth Claus by her cousin Jennie M· Smith. 

With occasional help fro m her eldest sister, Jennie Rebecca, who came from 
Nova Scotia to assist, Anna was given every possible care until the el der sister 
was forced to leave and El izabeth herself died. Arthur and Minnie then moved this 
tragic invalid to their home where she received the same willing and loving care 
until she died. Of some help to t h ese devoted people was the sick benefit insurance 
Anna received to the end of her illness which began in 1925. 

Left to Right: 

Elizabeth Smith Claus 
Minn i@ Moore Smith (Mrs. Arthur) 
Blanche Lewis 
Jennie R. ( Mrs. Fred Smith) 
Mary E. Smith 
Anna Belle 



THE TWI NS 

Abo u t one hundre d years a go, t h r e e 
pa irs of twin si s t ers were born in Iona within 
t h ro wing di s tan c e of each oth er. 

Picture - courtesy Mrs. Carder of Ruthven . 
Below Le f t: 

Mi ss Jane a nd Miss Metta, were t he 
dau ghters o f Mr. and Mr s . Benoni Mc intyre 
who lived on Lot 1 7 , east side o f the Iona 
Road, north e n d of t h e vil l a ge. 

Below Ri ght: Picture courtesy Mabel Silcox . 
Miss Mable a nd Miss Minnie were 

t he daughters of Thomas A. Silcox and Mrs . 
( Ma ggie) Silcox who lived in the family 
home, Lot 4, Iona, Southwold si d e o f t he 
Ion a Road, south of the main corn e r. 

Pictures courtesy Charles Hyde . 
Mi s s Mae Belle and Miss Mary 

Mae McSher r y, daugh t ers of Mr. a nd Mrs . 
Henry Mc Sh e rry, Lot 4 , south si de of 
t h e Iona Road (Dunw i ch ) . 

Above Ri ght 
Mae Belle, who married Mr . 

Georg e Hyd e . 

Lo wer Ri ght 
Mary Mae became Mrs. Hallum 

Keil l or. 

Cur a tor 1 9 6 2- 68 . 
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MR. GEO RGE AITE 22 6 

Mr. George Waite and Mrs. 
Hannah ~aite, former owners of the 
Land and Fisheries at Port Talbot 
at the South West corner of the 
Lake Road and the rona Road . 

They and thei r daughter 
sarah are s e en outside their 
home in Dunwich, just north 
of Iona . 

Both Mr.an d Mrs. Waite 
passed away in 1903 . Three 
succeeding g ene r ations are 
buried in Burwell Park Cemete r y . 

Ur. Geor g e ~ai t e, Sr ., came to Dunwic h Township to El g in County from 
England in co mpany with pioneers of the Pincombe and Lo gg families of st.Thomas. 
He was one of the e arl iest if not the e arliest fishermen at Port Talbot. Early 

map s show his t i tle to a l arge a r ea of land on the north shore · of Lake Erie, just 
we s t of the Iona Road . 

His son, Mr. George Waite of Iona, married LaDica Miller, who was born on 
t he Miller farm o n t he Lake Road op posite the farm of Mr. John Steel e (fa t h e r of 
Jea n, wife of Fr ank H. Silcox, an d mo t her of Clifford and James of rona). Mr . Waite , 
whil e employe d in the saw mill own ed by John Kerr of Iona Station, had the misfo rtune 
to lose a leg just above the knee . In those days little h el p was g iven t o a wo r k 
man wh o su f fered such an injury . 

His son lloy d spoke of the hardshi p hi s family suf f ered as a re sult ot 
this accide nt. To us of today who have be co me a ccusto med to all t h e be nefit s 
received by t he les s deserving , it seems al mo s t beyond belief. The wr iter knew Mr. 
Wa ite, re me mbers his efforts to sup port h i s fa mily in s pite of his handica p , but 
had no knowledge of his constant pain fro m a l e g that did not benefit even from the 
medical knowledge of the times. (Anyone with a knowledg e o f the pensions, care, 
etc, that Mr. Waite woul d h a ve received today, would be appall e d. Perhaps t he re 
telling will serve to i mpress the reader, t h at i n spite o f wa r a nd worries o f toda y, 
we ar e i mme a surably b e tter o f f . All h o n ou r to the stamina o f the family who wit hout 
co mplain t hav e come t hrough successful l y an d h onourab ly. 

Mrs. Ge orge Waite's s i sters, Ma ggie a n d Lizzie Miller came to Iona in the 
early day s to sew for othe rs an d p robably had t h e ir sho p in a house between th e B. 
Wi llsons and W.J. Ke iths of today. They became we ll known l e aders in their chosen 
career l ~ t er i n St . Thomas , b e g innin g wit h a sho p in what is now Anderson's Ltd. -
th en Northway and Andersons. 

One o f Mr . George uaite J r .' s daughter s , Mr s. Mary Hous e , is still living 
in the villag e. Lloy d , who marri e d Cor a l Vail of st.Thoma s , suffered t h e loss of 
his h ouse in a fi r e, in which hi s wife lost her life. He pa ssed a ay in 1962. 

We are indebte d to Mrs . Hous e f o r a list of memb e r s o f t h e choir of the 
Baptist Church in Iona before it was move d t o I ona Station: t he t wins ~abl e und ~il l i e 
Sileo~, s a r ah Wait e , Loretta Canfield, Mary Huff , Walter c nrrie, Joseph Canf i e l d and 

Jerusho Hamilton (lat er Mrs. Oliver Sil co x ) o r ganist. 

Mr. and Mr s. Waite and daugh t er Sarah lived in a house on the smal l fa r m 
just north of the Mo r r i s hou e e in Iona. 



22 7 
Mr. and Mrs. Waite are buried in Burwell Park Cemetary. Mr. Waite started 

t he first fish e ry at Port Talbot an d t hey were all members of the Iona Baptist 
Chu rch. 

Curator 1962-68. 

Ri ght: 

Grandma Lizzy Quick 
and her daughters. Standing : 
Vi ctoria and Maggie . 

Sit ting : Grandma with 
Lorry. 

Below : 
Mr. Joseph Britton 

1 809 -1 893 
Ma rtha Waite (1846-1929) 
(his second wife ) 

Pi ctur e s courte sy 1•.1r s . Geor ge Ha i te 

Mr. Britton, formerly of 
Port Stanley, bought the mi ll in the 
'tronah Clark Ho llo w" and brought it 
to the villag e of Iona . It was 
located in the mill yard, Lota 4 to 
11, west of an unnamed street. 

A l arg e pond was supplied 
with water from a creek immediately 
behind and curving to cross the road 
in front of this yard. A culvert 
remains, but drainag e has replaced 
the creek . 

This water from the pond 
and creek was diverted t o supply 
water powe r for the mill. It also 
provided pleasure tor the skaters 
throu ghout the winter. 

• 
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THE .BROiw'N ' S OF •'IALNUT GROVE FARM 

FAMILY TREE 

Dougald .B rown and wife c. Macintyre .Brown 

Archibald 

M 

lJargaret Graham 

Mary married Archi e Sinclai r 
Dugald mar ried Eliza Sinclair 
Kate - unmarried 
Arc hie - unmarried 
Nancy married Archie McGugare , Lobo. 
Duncan mar ried Mary Stewart 
!\1argaret married J. Gillies 
Isabel - unmarried. 

Catherine 

M 

Duncan Campbell 

John married - Fe r guson 
Mary married Nicol UcCall 
Kate married Duncan Mc intyre 
Marga ret ma rri ed Roger Patterson 
.Belle married J. Finlay 
Nancy married Henry Harr is 
Christie mar rie d James Galbraith 

The .Brown's of Talnut Grove Farm 

argaret 
M 

Duncan Brown - M - Mary Stewart Brown 

Stewart 
Ll 

Duncan Colin 
M 

Duga l d 
M 
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Dr . C . ~ . Sinclair Jean Campbell 
M 

Myrtle Hodgkins 1iyrt 1 e Newman Irene Stewart 

Curator 



FAMI LY TREE 

Cou rt esy h rs . Wilhe l mi ne J a ckso n, Fingal . 

Famil y 'l' r ee 
of 

Luke Harri son Br o wn , Senio r, 
Wes l ey Smith - Jose ph Can f i el d , 

Henry Si l cox . 
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GEORGE PYATT - EMMA KILBOURN PYATT 233 

FAMILY TREE 

Georg~ Pyatt - M- Emma Kilbourn 

Voyl et Rose 
M 

Ear vel Ar t hur 

Rupert Taylor Jones 
Garfield 

M 
Mary McArthur 

Norman - 1.1- vturiel Patterso n 
Edna - M- Jack Medd 
Edward - M- Je an Colwell 
Fred - M- Marjor ie Rice 
Lila - M- Geor ge Sells 
Je an - M- Robert Chambers 

James 
Unmarr ied M Muriel 

Emma Watson 

I 
Donald - M- Ai l een McLeod 
Eileen - M- Bruce Binks 
Ma rjorie - M- Edwar d Holborn 
Walter - M- Norma Taylor 

M Geor g e 
Levington M 

Ma rt ha Bu r ge ss 

James - M- Pat ricia Addley 
Li llian - M- Gary Graham 
Gloria - M- Lloyd McArthur ' 

Ma r garet - M- J a ck McAlpine 
Rona ld - ~- Sylvia Carter 
Haro ld - M- ~-&o 

Mu rr ay - M- Jane Lodg e 
Richard - Di ed 1967 . 

PrJr/11c t/1 w;u .. r J:: R s 

Cur a tor 
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1 1 4. - 1 ~18 

; L .RY. - I.o :.. ., •. ~ i a , 

~"'on OJ.. JiE: 1 on ~l~:<.rk ..... nd Sa.- .... h • r o'-':rt.t :·o r t o n . He 1.""s born ~,oveLw.·r 
2.., , 189~ o n t:1e o ld 01 .... r h. farm so .... th of Io ru... . It: a. tten-.~.~.. tL .... Io n -.\ ~.etnodi"'t ~Hur c n . 
. e s ~ .N~.; ... .JEJ o: " ... :; unu.ui n (,r.J.er o"" ... or_ ter: . l r. 1 9 1 6 .1 ... t. .. l~~t~o.u L. 1. •. _ -:-1..,"~> 

..., t ~'- io.1. "C' 'Jow:p .... n ,~ , s kill ... ..,. in t. C .. .:.on in "· ... "'""ttle of ! i u~y ... id__,e;; o .. .... t- i l ;) 

ut ... e .... 6 ... of <;.~ .1e-r;j . He . s our r 1 .... ir. Frun c .... i n t ... e Ca .. ad.:. .... n ~e .... etiJ v .., -=: ..> • 

.. on o r •. r . J. •• d ... rs . J . u . 1 u ••• l t:?.> of I o n <..l. , Or1turio , :d l l8d i n ..... cJiiion in 
u n ~ i r r~i over Lo n uon , ~nblun d , ~epte~ber {, 1 ~1 5 . He ~-S ,7 y&~rs or waS • 

:...~t . L ~mle:y enl .:.~J., rd in .Lo n do n , c. te:r i o . it t1 ..... .;4. ... '. J tt l ivn , ..... nd on 
"'rrivin ..... o -:erset..., !lS t:: .sf ... Ir ,u t__,, uhe Fir;;;t Ctu .......... ic. ... n F1 enc .. 1 •. ot r Battery in •hich 
he: •a.: ... v ... -. t ,7o ye rs. Ie 'l.or. rup i c. ~ro ... otion , r·.,L .. ..., fro . ... riv .... ~!.'s r .... nk r.d inning 
h i s .. tripes •• d ... i li ... ry .. au .... l. He cu.rl.lc tl.rouj. t' c te~rib l (; CO.L1fli~t ut 'limy 3i ge 
unsc~thed . e spent two years in the f r ont l ine trenches , t~e~ u~s ...,r .... ntea his fur -
loi...0n , .. ent to 1;onC.on , :n,.;l and ith hi::> c .. u.m .... l v rt J ona of 'oodstock , r~here they h d 
pr vio sly been --t~ .... , t Br ....... ott. J.,.,, p . J: . . ... y 1-d fL1i., ._d their 1 ... ve c.. ere 
-itin fo.: t e tr in to t ..... k.e t (;_'Jack to 1-,r nee her.. bo •. ,o dropped on the buildiz.,_, 

A.illin · theru both instunt l y. ,he bo mb 'rl' s .ir. .. ed for the ho.,£- i t .... l ~...rosw the street . 
... me mo r i 1 c:- e r v i c e · :. h 1 i n t c • , e t .h o d i s " J u r c h , I on ..... , t) e 1- t e m e r 1 7 , 

which o::.s be utifully ecor t .. d :th flo ers cna fl-""s . R v . .. J . •. il tr.:.cl.\. , sident 
=ini ter, co1au·ted t Hiss r~on -s ~ scri~t:~~ ~r sol~ier•s l:f iL t._ 
... r en c he "' -· c. o f t . ... r c . .: u r ~ 0 •1 y th < s ... . l o • u. d :::>on "o . "'r n l s ..., o ..L. 

t e ... ride oft. e r ... l iv .., c.t c, .... . t-{(. a 4"' ' ..... > ... l .. "o .• _ •l.JUlu· 'lonor t •. ose 1ho ...:~.re 
" f f c r in G h ... i r 1 i v e s f o r t 1 e .Jr....t 1 "'cl • ' 

-.t.~u • i ... """" -= - -o 
t ;JvOC .. \ .t 0 :t . 

l st Cun .... u i · n 

vi d ..... . 

Sox. of r. r.~. J. ~ r s • .) , (nee •. .; •. ·:lo.l , .oor .. in Ionu , (.;lt ..... rio . 

o .. of .. i ... ..... ;..1 • cnr •. Lu.l " __ ....... "'liz ... oeth 4let~ r , ern Cct J-r 1 .... 16~5 . 
...... !. -Y f r L O.t.o..; ... , (. " .io, t"" rc o.t tv_,~" . t .. t:n on to .~.1lton, 

,-t ..... -Lt. ... e . He 1 • " Oillll- 1 o .. Ju.l ... ,) ¥ • I s wt .... tiol.e-
R turnecl from "':u,...;l .... r.d ........ rca ;.. l, l:tl .. after s"rv i n..; in Fr~nct. •.dt. t e 

• ai l .. ::J.y 'l1 roopers us ~!r · 

(.iote : :;eceased .. ey 6 , 1960) . 



... r 

Lli.J\z.c. - Gordon , .1 • 

I ....... 

l.;l •. - 1~18 

.-on of .• illlt.l ~n:.. •• t:J.rJ .r.i.~; er, vorr. ir_ lonu. , Oh~ar io . 

Ll..JvE - •• ill ia.J l• · 

... o ... 1 of .!en.che l Lodge and Gertrude Hend erson , born o ctob e1· 6 , 1 1'9 7, 
ne r Iont:J. , Ontur io . 

.. t L ;,.eo.rs of age he enl isted in t e ~r ... y i.. 1 9 1 5 , •. e. tr-ined in 
the 9lst u~t l.:.on in St . ':'ho .. l:1s , E. t averse::~ i 1 ~ 16 .. returned t::> Our.u.ao. in the 
s,rin~ of 1 . 1 9 , and nas disc~~r~ed i n ~ondon , Ort~r i o . 

He is now a resident of ~etroit , ~ichigbn , t . ... . A . (1 ~6?) . 

2~6 

Son o: 'l''-o u .. s LJons an"' 4'-r.w.int .. I~eillor, born on the 10th 0oncession of 
Dun\ ict , near !crt Talbot . 

JeL:eused duy 28 , 1967 . 

\u n ) ; Private. 
? 

~o n of ..101 ald "lid •. ,£. r b"re t. cC a.llu •.• , o rn Jt.ly , 1 , 1 "77 in Ior ... "" , Ontu.r io . 
'Enli s ted 1.j th t')e 9lst .tjattalion , ~t. Tho .. 1as , Feoruary 24. , 1 9 16. He 

pro~eeded ovetseus to En..;l.: ... ,1d on JuH e 28 , 1Sl6, un\.4 to I<'r .... HL:e SeJ,.te .bel· 15, 1 ~ 1 6 . 
. hi le i n Fr an~ e .1e served ,ith the 2nd _,at t l.i.on nu \o.S t..t~. ..:-~"'d to Ce •. ert.-1 Head 
;ut..rters ... rd '"'~ elon c.v te •. por ..... ry clerk ( ~.e I• s lith t e .~; OS" o f f ice de~ r .. ment) . 

. e . as di s..; hsr<Sed i n f'oror.to oa Jt.ne 1 6 , 1.. . itn t e ritish .. _r and 
ViL: .. ory ... ed ... l::s . !!e .,.lso se :cvea . ith the .... r y o ... uccu &-:~tion i n Ger.IBil,y' • 
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